
Oppose H.R. 2362, the Indian Tribal Trade and 
Investment Demonstration Project Act of 2011 

Date: 7/23/2012 

Dear Colleague: 

H.R 2362, The Indian Tribal Trade and Investment Demonstration Project Act of 2011, which is expected 
to come to the floor under suspension of the rules today, is untenable in the face of American national 
security interests. Turkish business enterprises are the intended beneficiary of H.R. 2362 and not Native 
Americans. This bill – despite its amendments - unjustifiably exposes the United States to charges that it 
is violating its international treaty obligations. 

TURKISH CONDUCT UNDERMINES AMERICAN NATIONAL SECURITY INTERESTS. 

v In 2007, a PEW Survey designated Turkey as the most Anti-American country in the world. 
Turkish public opinion remains virulently Anti-American. Just this past week, the USS Abraham 
Lincoln was docked in Antalya on a port call when our sailors were violently attacked in the streets by 
Turkish assailants who tried to put bags over our sailors’ heads. 
 

v H.R. 2362 is clearly meant to benefit Turkey in complete disregard of its grievous behavior, which 
includes but is not limited to: 

 
• Turkey has become increasingly hostile to our ally Israel, recently threatening to mobilize its air 

and naval assets to escort ships to Gaza and to stop Israel from developing energy sources in its 
Exclusive Economic Zone in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
 

• On June 9, 2010, NATO member Turkey voted against the United Nations resolution imposing 
sanctions against Iran to thwart its nuclear weapons program. 
 

• Turkey is on the U.S Commission on International and Religious Freedom watch list "as a 
country of particular concern" for its widespread discrimination and abuse of ethnic and 
religious minority communities. Including discrimination against the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
spiritual head of the world’s 300-million Orthodox Christians. 
 

• The Executive Summary of the 2011 U.S. State Department Human Rights Report on Turkey, 
states there is “inadequate protection of vulnerable populations” within Turkey. 
 

• Turkey has threatened the use of force to stop Texas-based Noble Energy from drilling for oil and 
gas off the shores of EU member Cyprus and Israel and to blacklist any businesses that work 
with Cyprus or Israel for natural resource extraction. 
 

• Turkey has continually denied the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923 during which one and a half 
million Armenians perished and has threatened punitive measures against the United States if 
such recognition were to occur in this Chamber, and since 1993 has maintained a destabilizing 
blockade of Armenia. 
 

• For 38 years Turkey has illegally occupied and colonized with 200-thousand settlers the northern 
third of the island Republic of Cyprus, a member of the European Union. 
 

• Freedom of press is under attack in Turkey, where more journalists are in prison than in Iran and 
China. 



TURKEY IS THE INTENDED BENEFICIARY NOT NATIVE AMERICANS. 

♦ The real aim of H.R. 2362 is to endorse and offer special consideration to Turkish enterprises for 
investment on Indian lands. Turkish enterprises are singularly endorsed over other countries such 
as Canada, which has invested in Indian lands for years, and which is a member of NAFTA. Such 
preferential endorsement exposes the United States to a charge that it is violating the stated 
intent and purposes of international trade treaty obligations. 
 

♦ H.R. 2362 undermines the comprehensive investment reforms established by H.R. 205 the 
HEARTH Act, which has passed both the House of Representative and the Senate, and will soon 
be signed into law. The HEARTH Act reforms the entire investment process for all investment 
activity - not just housing - and for any enterprise irrespective of national origin, so that even 
American enterprises are given equal consideration. By contrast, H.R. 2362 aims to create 
limited pilot projects that would bring exclusivity into the process for investing on Indian lands. 
The endorsement and special consideration accorded Turkish enterprises is aimed at giving them 
a leg-up in this process.    
 

♦ While H.R. 2362 offers exclusivity it does nothing by way of creating jobs or investments beyond 
what is created by the HEARTH Act. In fact, Mike Black, Director of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
testified before the House Committee on Natural Resources in November 3, 2011, that H.R.205 
“foster[s] the same goals identified in H.R.2362 on a broader scale.” 

VOTE NO because H.R. 2362: 

- Supporters want to facilitate unique investment opportunities for Turkish entities in utter disregard of 
Turkey’s standing threats against American investment activity in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

- Would reward a country that poses threats to American security interests with unique and 
unprecedented trade benefits. 

- Is not just unnecessary it undermines the comprehensive benefits Native Americans gain from the 
HEARTH Act. 

                                  Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John P. Sarbanes                                                                    Gus Bilirakis 
Member of Congress                                                              Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
Carolyn Maloney                                                                     Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Member of Congress                                                              Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
Brad Sherman                                                                        Niki Tsongas 
Member of Congress                                                              Member of Congress 
	  


